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It is the great honor of class 54 Alpha to dedicate
this book to our Commander-In-Chief, Dwight David
Eisenhower,

His devotion to duty as officer and statesman
challenges the minds and hearts of young men to up-
holdthe standards which Commander-In-Chief Eisen-
hower has presented to American youth,

In turn, the men of class 54 Alpha dedicate them-
selves to the support of democratic ideals and com-
bating aggression which seeks to destroy those ideals,

May we as pilot trainees follow the path blazed by
Commander-In-Chief Dwight David Eisenhower to God,
Honor, Country.



Major Jobn S. Buckuwalter USATF
Commanding
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HEADQUARTERS
COLUMBUS AIR FORCE BASE
MISSISSIPPI

22 June 1953

In reply refer to:

Class 54-A
Columbus Air Force Base
Mississippi

Gentlemen:

I wish to congratulate you upon the completion of your primary
training at Columbus and to wish you success in basic flying training
and your future. As you know, you are the first class to go through
centralized pre-flight, the first class t o fly the PA-18, and the
first class to graduate with 145 hours from primary flying training.
With so many firsts you must feel like President Washington. This,

I believe, should be an inspiration for your own individual endeavors
since you are so distinguished as a class.

I want you to know that we have enjoyed your stay here and we
will feel proud of you individually and collectively in your future
accomplishments., You are from Columbus Air Force Base and I hope
that you will represent us well — good luck.

Sincerely,

B%CKWALTER

S.
Major, USAF
Commander



M ajor Vernon 73 Vinson USH7
Dinector of Military Training



MILITARY TRAINING SECTION
3301ST PILOT TRAINING SQUADRON (CONTRACT PRIMARY)
COLUMBUS AIR FORCE BASE, MISSISSIFPI

28 May 1953

To All Graduates of Class 54-A:

It is with sincere pride that I offer my congratulations as you pass the
first milestone on the road to becoming rated officers in the United Ctates
Air Force. You have demonstrated by your devotion to duty and your unwaivering
perseverance that you qualify for the next phase of pilot training.

As you leave Columbus Air Force Base, it is hoped that the technical
knowledge you gained will enable you to better accomplish your goal, and the
amiable relationship with this section will long endure.

The personnel of the Military Training Section join with me in wishing
you every success,

D A

VERNCN F,. VINSON
Major, USAF
Director of Military Training



Wrn. Yolin D. Watson Yr.
Aasststant Director



TO: CLASS 54-A

The persomnnel of California Fastern Alrways, Inc. are happy to have had a
part in preparing you as pilots in the United States Air Force. Your future
success has already been determined to a degree by the training you received
here. We have tried to give you the best training possible.

I am certain that if your efforts continue, as you have already demonstrated
by your achievement thus far, you will be successful in your flying cereer. May
your duties bring you our way again and may each landing be a means of enabling
you to reach a little further toward your goal.

Godspeed and good luck!

A WUNEN v W\

JOHN D. WATSON, JR
Assistant Director
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LT, DWIGHT REED

LT. BUFORD KREBS
OIC
(Officer in Charge)

LT, R.N, STEPHENSON




MR, HUNTER MR, FORD

o s MR. CLARK

Iho'o IJ I Acade Ch. Ef
‘0 A\fallable d mic J:

N\

JusST FLEW THE RARGE
ﬂ EH, MR, FELL ?
&
3 o



MR. EGGER MR. BIRK MR. BULLOCK

MR. CADE MR. HIGGINS




Facts bout 54-Hpha
O

Whes-Whaz-Why-Where-When

Class 54 -A consisted of 77 cadets and 29 student officers who hailed
from 32 states and 4 allied countries, We arrived from many walks of
life having photography, model airplanes, model cars, horses, fishing,
hunting, auto racing, riflery, music, ham radio, wood working, glider
building, journalism and entertaining as our collective hobbies,

Our favorite sports consist of basketball, soccer, football, hockey,
baseball, skiing, swimming, crew racing, tennis, ping pong, boxing
golf, softball, track, sailing, motorcycling, horse racing and water
skiing.

Eighty three percent of us graduated from high school while eighty
percent had attended twenty nine colleges and universities prior to as-
signment to pilot training., Sixty had previous service experience,and
twenty seven received decorations and awards for personal merit.

Only fourteen members, or 13%, of the class wishtobeassignedto
multi-engine aircraft in Basic Training. The rest of us are tigers
growling to get into jet fighters--the F-86 Sabre Jet being the favorite

in recent survey.
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. _GWDET ENZO ANTONIO PRETOLANI

OF FORLI, ITALY
«,\ DECEASED APRIL 4, 1953

OF INJURIES INFLICTED

NEAR CENTERVILLE, ALA,



Group C.O. Adjutant
A/C MAJOR J.F. DUDASH, JR. A/C CAPT, L,B, BLAKE

Operations Supply CO Squadron I
A/C CAPT, W,E, PEARCE A/C LT, L,A, PARROT A/C CAPT, M.D. MURGER

Operations Sq. I CO Squadron II Operations Sq, II
A/C CAPT, B, W, LYDICK A/C CAPT, F.N, LEWTER A/C CAPT, W,E, BAKKE



L

A/C Fraysur, Marion W,

23 Vine Street

Winchester, Kentucky

[, A, Fraysur"

"[t's better to clabber than to
clobber',"

A/C Finin, Joseph A.

Z Sandquist Street
Concord, New Hampshire
"Red"

"Oh well, that's life."

Capt. Leslie, Alexander

301 Kendrick Road

Brookhaven, Georgia

"ELiaglt

"U~-uh-h-h--er turn yourself in, "

A/C Demoulian, Jacques Arthur
Cherche un Appartment

Paris, France

"Monsieur Blackbird"

"Cela manque de femmes dans
le coin.,™

Mr, McMillen, Charles A,




2/Lt, Phillips, Thomas P,
2272 Canterbury Rd.
Columbus 12, Ohio

IQTDmII

"I'm beginning to think 3rd
class cadets are raunchy,"

A/C Cros, Robert C,
4 Rue Massol
Beziers (Herault)
France

"Always Flying"

A/C Wedul, Maynard T.
Thief River Falls, Minnesota
"Weasel"

"That!s affirmative, "

Mr, Joyner, B.F,
2/Lt. Schofield, George F,, Jr,
150 Hunting Loodge Drive
Miami Springs, Florida
llChip!l




A/C Rokx, Johannes Marinus
Pastoor van Breugelstraat
120 Bosschenhoofd

N, Br,, Holland

IQROCRYII

"How is that again?"

A/C Philp, Robert B,

74 Colgate Avenue

Yonkers, New York

IlFlipl?

"Some people just ain't got no
smart, "

1/Lt, Busick, John D,
2715 Ashland Avenue
Covington, Kentucky
‘IPatSYII

"Well, if that's the way the
ball bounces-=, "

Ml‘. Bl].ke,

Vernon

Z/I_.t, Mears, Kenneth E,
6503 Malabar Street
Huntington Park, California
|'Ken||

"E---Gads,"




2/Lt. Parker, Arthur L, A/C Richardson, William J,

1418 E, Center Street Gil‘bert, Minnesota
Anaheim, California "Rli.?h"
"Piece of cake, " "Rain on it--that's easy."

Dy’
e

l/Lt. Gregoire, Donald K. A/C Jedlicka, Harold E,
142 Myrtle Street 42 Nicholas Avenue
Manchester, New Hampshire Bryan, Conn,

IIGregll “JEd”

"Passed another check, " "Where's my check list?"




A/C Hartfelt, Jorgen

15 Aggervej Vanlose
Copenhagen, Denmark

“JOhl’l”

"Yes, Sir, but look, here's how
we did it in Denmark, "

A/C Parrot, Leo A,

445 Pedley Road

San Bernardino, California
"Slight wheels first. i

A/C pearce, Warren C,
Cherokee Lane

Brielle, New Jersey
"Crisco!

""No mail again, "

Mr, Cosby, Chester C,

A/C Orton, Wayne L.
2074 Laird Drive
Salt Lake City, Utah
"Player' cool, dad. ™




2/Lt, Eum, David K. S, A/C Dekker, George

64A Walker Avenue Prof: Poelslaan 5L
Wahiawa, Oahu, Hawaii Rotterdam, Holland
"Dave'' "George"

"Oh, naw,"

"Did you hear that joke already?"

Mr, Douglas, W.E, A/C Moore, Leon O,
A/C Nielsen, Laurence E. Route 2
Glidden, Iowa Dover, Oklahoma
||Sweedef| |PArgD|‘

"Negative" "1'1l call that bluff, "




2/Lt. Schroeder, John R., Jr,
Organog Road

York, Maine

HKennYII

"Piece of cake,"

A/C Rooy, Serge Andstraze
Sans Domich Fixe

France

"S'ils Argient Encore

Pu Gros Rouge,"

A/C mills, James H., Jr.
1450 Spring Road, North West
Washington, D,C,

I'!Dadll

"Try it--just for kicks."

Mr, Hoven, David E,

A/C Wyninga, Will H, A,
Linnaevshof 22
Amsterdam, Holland
"Winnie"

"Nut Too Bad, "




2/Lt, Victor, Richard

410 Longridge Drive
Pittsburgh, Pa,

”ViC"

"Let's go to Birmingham,"

A/C Frye, Robert F,
140 South Spence Avenue
Indianapolis, Indiana
"Bird Dog"

"I don't go that route,"

A/C Moffett, Raymond C., Jr.
Silver Springs, Maryland
"Dennis the Menace, "

"He'll win next time, "

Mr, McDonough, Thomas J.

A/C Holm, Knud
Borgergade 28

Aalborg, Denmark

"Those damned prodecures,"




A/C Millburg, Roy E,

624 Ballas Road
Kirkwood, Missouri
"They don't motivate me."

A/C Hutters, Anton

Bulowsuet 1

Copenhagen, Denmark

I|Tonyll

"t's good to see the Lt's work-
ing again,"

A/C Floyd, William A,, Jr,
705 Pendleton Street
Greenville, South Carolina
"Wild Bill"

Mr, Sliker, John M,

2/Lt. Rossetti, Ronald

15 Buschmann Avenue
Haledon, New Jersey
"Raunch!

"Sex will never replace night
baseball, "




2/Lt. Hebert, Laurence H,
6251 SW 2nd Street

Miami, Florida

"l.arey"

"Doesn't show me much!"

A/C Woodmass, Thomas J.
12 Griswold Street
Binghampton, New York
”WOOdY"

"All righty"

* THe Poorn WMhson ¥

Mr, Gibson, R,B.D.

WE WANT You To MEET Yoo
NEw 1NsTRUTER |/



A/C Faticanti, Virgilio ¥F., Jr.
24 Hadwen Lane

Worcester, Massachusettes
"Fatill

"] hate this place, let's talk
about girls,"

A/C Meeks, Clyde E.

Glover, Oklahoma

"The Oklahoma owl jumper "

"I always collect my money in the
larger denominations, "

2/Lt. Loos, Charles B,
85 Greenwood Avenue
Keene, New Hampshire
"Chuck"

Mr, Taylor, James E,

A/C Lydick, Boyd W.

4114 LaFayette Place

Culver City, California
"Wheel"”

"So you like to fly, but afraid
to-=-going to multi's, huh?"




Z/Lt. Brooks, Bart R, Mr, Verspoor, Jilles P, Z/Lt. Hickerson, William D,
Box 231 740 12th Avenue

Seaside, Oregon

ITHickll

"Better left unsaid, "

Lewisville, Texas
'"Black Bart'"
"Let's saddle up."


















































































