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Dedication

To the instructors, who have prepared us for our flights yet un-
flown . ..

To the “Tac” Officers, guardians of our military life, who have
transformed us from raw Cadets to even more raw 2nd Lieu-

tenants...

To the Officers and Airmen of Flying Support, who have dili-
gently borne us on our flight missions. ..

To our former upperclassmen, the memory of whom we cher-

ish warmly . ..

To those who have had the fortune to be our underclass . . .
To those cadets of earlier classes who have flown their Final

Check in the service of our country,

This book is sincerely dedicated.



HISTORY OF ELLINGTON AIR FORCE BASE

The history of Ellington Air Force Base
began when the Air power of the United
States was still in its infancy. In order to
train members of the Air Service Branch
the United States Army built several air-
fields throughout the United States and one
of these fields was located on the present
site of Ellington Air Force Base. In Sep-
tember 1917, the field was named in honor
of Second Lieutenant Eric L. Ellington who
was killed in a plane crash at San Diego,
California, in 1913.

Ellington was officially opened Novem-
ber 1, 1917, and immediately the Air Ser-
vice Branch of the United States Army
launched a training program with emphasis
on aerial bombardment. In World War I,
thousands of men were trained at Ellington
in this pioneer military aviation program.
Many of these men later rose to high posi-
tions; one of them, General Carl A, Spaatz,
later became the first Chief of Staff of the
independent U.S5. A.F. He was stationed
at Ellington as a major and a Commanding
Officer.

Besides contributing much toward the
World War I victory, Ellington gained dis-
tinction by being the first army camp to
have its own newspaper; the first to com-
plete long distance cross country flights
and the first to employ new methods in
night flying.

After World War I, Ellington remained
inoperationuntil1922, when it was deacti-
vated. In October 1941, E. A, F.B. began
operations again for the training of pilots,
bombardiers and pre-flight cadets. The

Navigator school that had been located at
Mather Field moved to Ellington and began
operations on3 December 1943. The pre-
flighttraining center and the advanced pilot
school were both moved from Ellington in
the latter part of 1943. This left Ellington
the mission of training Navigation cadets
and this training continued until the last
class graduated on the 24th of March 1945.
From December 1941 through March 1945,
over 38,000 Aviation Cadets received
training of various types at Ellington Army
Air Field., Ellington was deactivated 15
April 1946.

On 15 August 1946, Ellington was re-
activated for the training of Air Reserve
Units. The Air Reserve Training was the
main activity here until Ellington was plac-
ed on the active list in June 1948, Since
June 1948, it has been receiving more
personnel, and the grounds, barracks, and
buildings have been improved. Ellington
again became ready for a training program,.
On 8 August 1949, the first post-war class
for navigation training began at Ellington
Air Force Base.

The first Cadet Class to graduate from
E. A. F. B. under the new program was
50-D, in October 1949. Classes 51-08, -09,
and -10, were the 7th, 8th, and 9th classes,
respectively, to graduate on March 10, 1951,

Ellington Air Force Base is still ex-
panding, and will continue to fulfill the im-
portant function it now performs, that of
training Navigators--the quarterbacks of
the world's greatest team--for the United
States Air Force.



WILLIAM L. LEE
Colonel USAF

Base Commander

3606TH TRAINING SQUADRCH (MILITARY)
ELLINGTCN AIR FCRCE EASE
HOUSTIOKE, TEXAS

1 February 1951

Gentlemen:

Your craduation is the beginning of an interesting
and very important career in the United Etates Alr Foree.
You will be the quarterback of a hirhly specialized tean and
your responsibilities will be -reat. Never be satislfied wlth
mediocre wrocedures. Strive to improve your skill at every
opportunity. Remeuber that if ths airplane dces not cet to
the tar~-et ii cean not be bomhed. SCet 1t there and ~et it
baclk. :

To all of you I xteni my heartiy consratulctiions.

Mﬁ/
WILLIAK L. LEE

Colorel UZAF
-aze Commander

Lerry on smartly.



m T —

J. K. JOHNSON, COL.
Comm. Off, 3605th Nav. Tng. Gp.

w0

J.D, TARBUTTON, MAJOR
Sr. Mil. Trng. Inst.
3606th Tng. Sqdn. (Mil)

T.J. MICHEL, MAJOR
Comm, Off, 3606th Tng. Sqdn. (Mil)

R.J, HYNES, MAJOR
Exec. C,0, 3606th Tng. Sqdn. (Mil)



W.H. HAMMONDS, CAPT,.
Mil, Trng. Off. Sgdn. 1

H. K. BRAUN, CAPT.
Mil. Trng. Off. Sqdn. 4

LNHOMO—T7T1=0Q

E.J, BEATES, LT.
Formerly Mil. Trng. Off. Sqdn. 2
Cadet Club Officer

L.S. CRUTHIRDS, CAPT,.
Mil, Trng. Off. Sqdn. 2
Yearbook Officer
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': As the struggling efforts of a toiling caterpillar
igradually transforms it into a winged beauty; so now,
the seemingly endless days of sweat and panic, troub-
les and despair have brought the fumbling fledgings of
Class 51-08N to the point where we can stretch our
wings to test the knowledge we have supposedly ac-
quired,

Glancing back now, if we may be allowed that
luxury, it is with mixed emotions that we reminisce
iof the days and weeks and months just past. True,
'uthere is the natural feeling of thankfulness and relief
upon completing adi fficult and trying phase and reach-
ling a worthwhile goal; but we don't believe there is a
man among us who will not bid farewell to his class-
?mates with some varying degree of regret.

We started as a class on May 22, 1950 with the
gathering of the clan from all the Pilot Training Bases

in ‘l'exas and a contingent of French Navigation Students.
\As our class spirit began to show itself the bitterness
!and resentment of leaving Pilot School gave way to an
increasing interest in our new activities; or should
we say our new troubles, for who will forget those
first hectic weeks when, it seemed, we couldn't do
iany_‘thing right. It was during that period, however,
that a definite bond was formed among us which
|strengthened as we progressed through the program.
Our common problems meant a common ground, and
leven when the going was roughest we could always look
iat the humorous side.

Remember, for instance, how we would gather to-
gether after a formation and grumble and groan about
‘what we had been put through; and how, in the next
minute we would get a kick out of each man's '"Sad
iStory" ? Yes, we had our share of sad stories and we
‘wondered how long it would be before someone realized
‘that, after all, we were humans. It was for the best
though, for even as we complained our marching be-
\came less ragged and our salutes more trim. Then,
on August 20th, just when we could stand in a fairly
'decentbrace and recite our underclass knowledge, we
‘were recognized as second classmen.
| All the while the Tactical Section was training us
militarily, we were becoming more proficient in aca-
|demics. For a background in our navigation training,
'we were given courses in mathematics, physics, elec-
tricity, instruments, etc. At the beginning, we had
|a permanent group ot instructors assigned to our class.
As we grew more acquainted, our classes became
|mcu:'va enjoyable; and with their knowing us as they did,
1'we received individual help where it was needed. It
|

Class History

was with some disappointment, therefore, that we
parted with them when all the instructors were assigned
to particular sections.

When we started our navigational courses--D, R, ,
log progedure, and the like--our interestwas enlivened
considerably, becausethen we could see our progress,
and we decided that maybe they could make navigators
out of us after all. This feeling was brought out even
more vividly when we were at last scheduled for our
first flight. We were finally going to get airborne!
Regardless of how poorly we did or how much we panic-
ed, it was still a grand feeling to be plotting a course
under actual conditions, and looking for our own check
points rather than reading them from a lesson plan or
hearing them in the "G-2 Trainer",

One flight led to another, and we advanced from
map reading to radio, relative bearings, loran, celes-
tial and finally polar navigation. We learned how to
take double drifts and ground speeds by timing, and
how to use the astro compass and radar altimiter. By
this time our heads were swimming with navigational
terms; i.e., A/C, A/H, G/S, TAS, Alt, HI, Dl & D2,
LHA, GCT, LCT, SHA, RA, PAV, and countless others;
but we were still able to take the mighty A-14 sextant
in our stride. At times we had impromptu diversions
from planned missions. Onone flight we had to R. O, N,
at Goodfellow AFB and on another land at Houston Mu-
nicipal due to atmospheric conditions prevailing at
Ellington. Then there were in-flight fires, stubborn
engines and thunderstorms to add excitement. With
our last Polar Check, our flying training was completed,
and we could look back with satisfactionupon that phase,

In academics, our big moments were the ''C. E, s,
affectionally dubbed the '"Comedy of Errors'. By Nov-
ember 4th, when we attained the esteemed rank of first
classmen, we had made past history of three of them
and were looking forward to the next two, After a plea-
sant interruption for Christmas leave, we tackled the
fourth and confidently awaited the fifth and final com- .
prehensive, We were infor a rude awakening, however.
It was a sickly looking group of men who staggered from
the classroom the day of that exam. Until the critique
the following week, everyone was resigned to the fact
that they were washing out; but as things turned out,
we were able to plan for graduation.

Now, on this day, the 10th of March 1951, as class
51-08N becomes a mere number in the files at Ellington
and a memory in the hearts and minds of us all, we
bid adieu to this unforgettable chapter in our lives,

Finis



SHTANIVYL YOLVDIAVN JAVSn
1661 Axenuer 07 ‘SYXHAL ‘@SVE ADUOJ WIV NOLONITIE N8O-IS SSVID




HUBERT M, ALEXANDER
Carrollton, Alabama

Graduate of Carrollton High School, attend-
ed East Mississippi Junior College one
semester, Enlisted in the Air Force July
1947, entered Aviation Cadet training at
Perrin Air Force Base, Texas in Novem-
ber 1949.

Famous saying, ''Let the good times roll
and the rough end drag".




CHARLES D, ANDERSON
Box 71, Baldwin, Wisconsin

Graduate of Baldwin High School, attended
River Falls State Teachers College for two
terms. Enlisted in the United States Navy
in June 1946 and served 22 months. En-
tered Aviation Cadet Training in January
1950 at Connally Air Force Base, Texas.
Famous Saying, '""No kidding'.
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GEORGE V. BILEK
11050 Riverside Drive
North Hollywood, California

Graduate of Saint Francis Prep., Athol
Springs, N. Y., attended Saint Joseph Col-
lege, Ellicott City, Maryland for 2 years.
Entered Aviation Cadet Training in Febru-
ary 1948 at Goodfellow Air Force Base,
Texas.

Famous Saying, '"Negative'',
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NORMAN E. BOWEN
1201 Highland Street, North
St. Petersburg, Florida

Attended St. Petersburg Senior High School.
Graduate of Georgia Military College ,
Milledgeville, Georgia; Bachelor of Science
at Wofford College, Spartanburg, South
Carolina. Entered Aviation Cadet Training
in January 1950 at Goodfellow Air Force
Base, Texas.

Famous Saying, ''That's all she wrote'.




ROBERT B, BOYD
1306 Montgomery Avenue
Sheffield, Alabama

Graduate of Sheffield High School; attended
University of Alabama for two years.
Entered Aviation Cadet Training in January
1950 at Connally Air Force Base, Texas,
Famous Saying, ''So much for sex''.




HUGH E, BOYER
Fairplay, Maryland

Graduate of Hagerstown High School, Ha-
gerstown, Maryland. Entered Aviation
Cadet Training in May 1949 at Goodfellow
Air Force Base, Texas,

Famous Saying, "We clumb up to eight
thousand feet'',




PAUL A, BUTLER
RFD 1
LaFayette, New York

Graduate of LaFayette Central High School;
received Bachelor of Science in Aeronauti-
cal Engineering at Tri State College, An -
gola, Indiana. Enlisted in the Air Force
in October 1948 and entered Aviation Cadet
Training in May 1950 at Ellington Air Force
Base, Texas,

Famous Saying, '""Tee-Hee, you're so fun-
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VICTOR R. CASTILLO
El Paso, Texas

Attended Texas Western College one year
and the University of Toledo, Toledo, Ohio
for two and one half years. Enlisted in the
Air Force in May 1943 and entered Aviation
Cadet Training in January 1950 at Good-
fellow Air Force Base, Texas,

Famous Saying, "I don't know what to tell
you'',




LAURENCE P, CLONEY, JR,
1329 East No., Columbus
Glendale, California

Graduate of St, Paul High School, Grosse
Pointe, Michigan; attended Michigan Col-
lege of Mining and Technology for one year,
Entered Aviation Cadet Training in Novem -
ber 1949 at Perrin Air Force Base, Texas.
Famous Saying, '"Such a deal",
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