














HEADQUARTERS

GREENVILLE AIR FORCE BASE
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER
GREENVILLE. MISSISSIPPI

TO: All Personnel, Military and Civilian

It gives me great pride to look back over the few short months
of 1951 and to realize the great transformation which has taken place
at Greenville Air Force Base. Such an accomplishment reflects credit
upon those who have worked long and hard to mold an entirely new
operation under a World War II concept of contract training.

Greenville was selected as the first site for civilian operation
and has proven itself to be first in many phases of the expanded pilot
training program, The training given here is believed to be the finest
in the Air Force., Everyone responsible has a right to feel proud of
the results achieved.

My sincere congratulations are extended to all those employees of
Graham Aviation, to the permanent military personnel and to our finished
product -- the students who have graduated here,
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NOEL T. CUMBAA
Colonel, USAF
Commanding
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Noer T. CumBaa
Colonel
Commanding Officer

Col. Noel T. Cumbaa, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas P. Cumbaa, was born at
Phenix City, Ala. He graduated from
the University of Alabama in 1938 with
a degree in Business Administration and
Commerce. While at the University of
Alabama, he was a member of Sigma
Chi social fraternity.

He began his military career in col-
lege, graduating from Advanced ROTC
with'a commission as second lieutenant,
Infantry Reserve. Col. Cumbaa entered
the Air Force in October, 1940, and
received his wings and commission at
Maxwell Field, Ala., in May, 1941.

He served as Air Force supervisor at
two of the civilian contract primary fly-
ing schools prior to going overseas and
combat. One of these schools was the
Mississippi Institute of Aeronautics at
Jackson, Miss.

In 1944 Col. Cumbaa was assigned to
the 95th Bombardment Group (B-17's)
of the Eighth Air Force in England and
flew 19 combat missions over Germany.
He served as operations officer, and
holds the Distinguished Flying Cross and
the Air Medal.
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At the close of hostilities in Europe, he returned to this coun-
try and was assigned to the Personnel Section of the Strategic Air
Command in Washington, D. C. He served with this command
for two years and then attended the Air Command and Staff School
at Maxwell AFB, Ala., in 1947 and 1948.

More recently, Col. Cumbaa returned from a tour of duty in
Alaska as Director of Plans for the Alaskan Air Command.
He was serving as Deputy Commander of the 3510th Air Base
Group at Randolph Airforce Base, Tex., when he was transferred
to Greenville and given command of the 3300th Training Squadron

(contract flying) .




TO: GREENVILLE AIR FORCE BASE STUDENTS

When I see civilian training branching out step by step -~ do-
ing nine-tenths of the basic pilot training job for the Flying
Training Air Force and shouldering part of the load for the
Technical Training Air Force -- I remember you first students
with a mixture of pride and gratitude, !

We had a tough sky to fly as the first civilian basic school.
Fortunately, we could count on a seasoned, sharp group of both
officers and civilians. A great deal of the laurels belong to
you, the first cadets and student officers at Greenville AFB,

You were the guinea pigs.

You were the men who developed with us the best teaching methods
at a brand new civilian base. Your cooperation inspired the men
and women who work here. And if smooth operation greets the many
classes who follow you here, be sure you take credit, Rough spots
that may have hampered your progress showed us where ironing out
was necessary; courses you breezed through, we tightened up,

Continue your excellent records at your advanced schools and you
will prove our conviction that Baker, Charlie, Dog and Easy were
not only guinea pigs --—- but darn good students!

And we're grateful!

Sincerely,




WiLLiaM J. GRAHAM
Contractor

William James Graham, pioneer in
aviation training, was born in Pitts-
burgh, Pa. He attended high school and
Carnegie Institute of Technology there,
and entered the construction business
as an independent contractor.

In 1929 he became a pilot. A year
later an airport hangar fire destroyed
his private plane and convinced Gra-
ham he could better the operation of
he airport. He leased the field, Pitts-
burgh-Butler Airport, and in 1938 took
up the hobby of teaching civilians how
to fly.

This and other ventures, coupled with
his contracting experience, later quali-
fied him to train wartime pilots at
Souther Field, primary flying school in
Americus, Ga. Graham built and oper-
ated this field, training more than 4000
American and 2000 British cadets during
the war.

Simultaneously, he operated nine
schools in Pennsylvania. These were
originally Civilian Pilot Training
Schools and later War Training Service
Schools for both Army and Navy. Some
11,000 pilots trained at these bases.
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Graham’'s former offices include: chairman, Task Force B
National Security Resources Board; president, Aeronautical Train-
ing Society; director, Pennsylvania Aviation Panel; director, Pitts-
burgh Aero Club.

He is now director of the National Air Council, and president
of five aviation businesses: Pittsburgh Institute of Aeronautics,
Johnstown Airways, Inc., Meadville Airport Co., Graham Aviation,
and Graham Aviation Flying Schools.

In addition to Greenville AFB, Graham is currently operating
five flying schools and an Airplane and Engine Technical School,
all located in western Pennsylvania.

Among the awards paying tribute to the training job done by
Graham Aviation are the Certificate of Service for meritous services
rendered the Air Forces Training Command during World War 11,
and the King's Medal for Service, presented by the King of England
for valuable services rendered to the Allied cause during the war.



The Story of

GREENVILLE AIR FORCE BASE

Deep in the heart of the richest cotton country
in the U. S. lies the Air Force's first new civilian-
contract basic flying school — Greenville Air Force
Base, Miss., reactivated December 1, 1950, under Col.
Noel T. Cumbaa.

Back in the World War 11 days of BT-13s, cadets
took basic training at this base which had been acti-
vated August 13, 1941, under the command of Lt
Col. A. R. McConnell.

The Deep South was learning a new role in those
troubled days.

A view of the base from the control tower

The Control Tower

The cotton fields of a pre-Civil War plantation
were plowed under to make way for “Greenville Army
Air Field” . . . the muddy Mississippi River guided
the new fliers homeward . . . flat farming land of the
Mississippi Delta offered an encircling fifty miles of
emergency landing field . . . and southern hospitality
was transplanted from the veranda to the U. S. O.

At the end of the war, Greenville Army Air Field
was shelved into inactive status. When Graham Avia-
tion contracted in January of 1951 to operate the re-
opened base, shattered windows, shabby classrooms,
and sunken runways told the story of 514 peacetime

years.




A birdseye view of the base, showing runway and dispatchers office

But within two hurried months, Graham Aviation
and the 3300th Training Squadron had readied Green-
ville Air Force Base for training Class 52-B, which
arrived March 4.

This time, training techniques antiquated the
base’s former operation: fusing wartime “primary”
and “basic” into one rapid-fire, more complex course
. .. flying “advanced” T-6 trainers in preparation for

piloting the world’s fastest and best aircraft . . . and
training under civilian flight and academic instruc-
tors.

Today Greenville Air Force Base marks a vital
point on the map of the world’s largest training or-
ganization, the Air Training Command of the U. S.
Air Force.



CLAUDE |. WHEELER THOMAS E. MYERS
Major Major
Aircraft Maintenance Officer Chaplain

GLyN W. RAMSEY
Lieutenant Colonel
Executive Officer

DALTON E. ALLEY RICHARD R. GRAYSON
Captain Captain
Operations Officer Base Surgeon

RALPH L. GRIFFITH NEAL H. HARDIN, JR. JAMES A. MARR : GROVER V. McRAE
Captain Captain Major Captain
Check Pilot Base Adjutant Check Pilot Air Provost Marshal



ENSLIE I. SCHILB, JR. ROBERT C. TEMPLETON SAMUEL A. THOMPSON RICHARD L. COLLIE
Captain Captain Major Captain
Dental Surgeon Clinical Psychologist Commandant of Students Senior Military Training Officer

SLAKE L. FELMET DONALD H. GARRISON HARRY C. ISON WILLIAM F. SODER

First Lieutenant First Lieutenant Captain First Lieutenant
Parsonnel Officer Military Training Instructor Flight Surgeon Medical Administrative Officer

CHARLES E. TEAGUE FRANK WHITTINGTON GEORGE 5. WHITE, JR. PHILIP G. COMFORT

Captain Tactical Officer Captain First Lieutenant
Check Pilot Check Pilot Pre-Flight Officer



ONLY THE BEST CAN BE AVIATION






a ____ Going some place! To class, to
«% chow, to barracks. Wherever they

go Baker class marches as a team
with a purpose.

Cadets plot checkpoints in flight room

Civilian instructor chats with two Easy classmen

I Pep talk! These Charlie class
! cadets get briefing from their
instructor.




Before Aviation Cadets become full-fledged pilots
there’s a lot of hard work that must be accomplished.
Here at Greenville Air Force Base, under one of the
first contract training projects, cadets learn their trade.
Working hard, studying hard and playing hard, they
are airmen-students and sportsmen, all in one. But,
whether in the classrooms, at the athletic field or on
the flight line, the aviation cadets learn well as they
fully realize the importance of this initial phase of
their flight training in laying the groundwork for
their career as pilots.

Flying T-Sixes in the ready room
Studying latest poop from Fly-TAF

Dog class tired out from Terrible Sixes




Instruction class in the Flight Room

Time out for Easy classmen

In Ready Room after class 8
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Class listens to instructor in the Ready Room

Cadets "Take Five" in Flight Room after flight



Instructer briefing Charlie Class on map reading

Getting last minute pointers before take oft

Easy Class cadet fills out flight log
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All set

Charlie cadet awaits plane clearance at Dispatch-
er desk

Easy Class cadets fill out flight forms and chart courses
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Civilian instructors at Greenville

*

Student Officers Bush and Hen-
son, as they are known to their
friends




Flight crew reporting to flight line

*

Dog Class departing for scheduled
flight

Apron shot of the “Terrible Sixes”
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Consulting map before tri-state hop

2. Final lock at map before taking off to the "wild blue
yonder"
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All cadets and student officars have physical training to keep in shape. It has been
proven that P. T. is essential to physical fitness — that there is no substitute

PHYSICAL TRAINING . . .



Chow ling in the cafeteria

GOOD: FAODE

The Dining hall — these smiles show that the food is good. And there is
plenty of it.

The true meaning of "on the double" is learned at Greenville
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The first group of Allied Students to arrive
are greeted by Colonel Cumbaa and Mr. Graham
at the station. Students selected as the best quali-
fied from six countries will train alongside cadets
from the U. S. A part of the Mutual Defense
Assistance Pact, this type of training offers much
to the allied effort for the cause of peace.
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A few of many Graham Aviation departments: Control Towers . . .

. Fire House and Water Tower . . . . « . North Operations . . .




and Warehouses

Base Chapel

Motor Pool . . .
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