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DEDICATION

The time has come for us to pay tribute to that group of individuals
here at Hondo who have made this first half of our fight for silver wings
a pleasant six months of attentive study, hard work, and accomplishment,

During our six months at Hondo we had much to learn, and many times
we would ever make the grade. But in the minds of our instructors there
was no doubt but that we would. We did get through and probably the
greatest factors were our instructors continuous assuredness and their
pleasant attitude which kept us willing and eater.

Toour flightinstructors, we, the Class of 52 Easy, dedicate this first
class book of Hondo Air Base.






HEADQUARTERS
HONDO AIR BASE
HONDO, TEXAS

CLASS 52 E

The Officers and Airmen of this Command join me in congratulating
youupon your successful completionofthe basic phase of the pilot training
program.

The road to success is difficult, and the attainment of those coveted
Air Force wings requires your utmost efforts. Important is the spirit
which your class has shownindeveloping inherent skills which will even-
tually subdue those forces thatare attempting to deny the world of freedom
and peace., No force on earth can stand against the spirit and initiative
displayed by men of your caliber.

Class 52 E, the first class of students to train at Hondo Air Base,
were instrumental in establishing the school on a sound and practical
basis. Forthose who follow in your footsteps, you have set high standards,
which will ultimately benefit those individuals and the United States Air
Force.

Atthis halfway mark in your training, you are entering the polishing
stage in your flying careers. To each and all of you, best wishes and

success in the future,

JOHN D, IRVIN
Lit., Colonel, USAF
Commanding



GEN, LUTHER S. SMITH
(RET). )
Executive Vice-President
W

BERT R. HARRISON
Director of Training



MAJOR JOHN J, CALDWELL JR
Commandant of Students

WILLIAM P, PARKER
Director of Academics

CHAPLAIN WADE K. TOMME
Base Chaplain



CAPT. ROBERT KURTZ
Senior Tactical Officer

CAPT. BOB O, BEAUDRO
Tactical Officer ’

CAPT. ANDREW J,
GADBERRY
Tactical Officer

lst. LT. HUBERT E. DOOLEY
Tactical Officer

CAPT. ROBERT B. ARNOLD
OIC of Student Officers

/ﬁmof

CAPT. WALTER A,
ERDMANN
OIC of Preflight
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HONDO TEXAS

THIS IS GODS COUNTRY
PLEASE DONT
DRIVE THROUGH IT
LIKE HELL







"Dual Only"

“"Form One"

""Behind Schedule ? "



"Cleared for the Area" oy

""Hondo Tower'"'

"So There I was !"
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AND TO MAKE THINGS MORE MISERABLE.

IF WE STILL MAVE TIME.

THEN WE....

ELL, NO... WE DON'T. WE START THE DAY WITH...

SO YOU THINK ALL CADETS Do (5 ....

EATING (S

CONSIDERED A PRIVILEGE.

AFTER. DUR ROOMS ARE

CLEANED WE HAVE ....

NEXT COMES THAT ALL IMPORTANT....

NT..! NCE IN A WHILE WE HAVE OPEN POST WEEKENDS

\

IN THE EVENING OUR FREE TIME 1S SPE

SPEAKING OF REST ... GOODNIGHT. qcﬁ

AND THIS 16 WHEN WE GET OUR REST.



HONDO AIR BASE
PILOT TRAINING LOG

NAME Squadron One DATE July 1951 to February 1952
xc From Preflight to Advanced ETE ¢ mos.
High Pressure Area : |
kend
W|ND from Headquarters’ ALT‘ Highton W cekends
TC Advanced DR | FT San Antonio TH Study
VAR, Beer M H Cadet Club DEV Gigs CH Restrictions.
CHECK POINTS |FM NOTES
CLAUDE BARTEAU P "Avez vous vu'' "It is markeed in
'Report Yourself' < i the regulations...
BILL BAUER 111. Hondo's heartbeat. He's got. it made.
'Wild Willie' Brief the C.Q.'s
JACK DIAMOND e Play it cool. .. Pour quoi? Let's get this
'Baboon' : meeting over quick. It's not funny!
BOB FRANKLIN .Y Now. . .I don't know about that! !
'Boots' Not another check ride ?
PETE PYLE Penna When I was in the army. .. There can't be
'Longevity' : dust there-I just waxed it.
JAKIE PI:TLON T If you want to go to cemetary - I break
Zeb your face.
JEAN SANCHEZ _ Oh Que Que! Laredo, here I come. You
'"Tom Mix' §rauce must be a damn Yankee!
CLIFF SALISBURY Okla Yes - I have a question, sir. At Enid...
'Gigs' First to solo at Hondo Air Base.
S. SIMEONI I don't take care! What-only a ninety-
7 ; France : ,
'Silent & studious' nine on that quiz. Patat (oes).
JOHN SWANN At You should have finessed. Now, géntlemen,
'Starchy’ y a two minute lecture on starch.
BART SCHMIDT See the lst Sgt. Hi kids! We got 'em
Conn.
'Moose' snowed. Open your mouth.
G. VAN DIJK Holl All I did was buy a car. Wait till I
‘Flying Dutchman' ) check my dictionary.




CLAUDE Y, BARTEAU
Solo: 3 Oct. '51

WILLIAM J. BAUER

1 I i
Solo: 3 Oct. '51 JACK DIAMOND

Solo: 26 Sept. '51

ROBERT A. FRANKLIN
‘ Solo: 10 Oct. '51

i JACQUES P, PULON
Sole: ) Gct. '51

h LELAND C, PYLE
'l Solo: 8 Oct, '51



CLIFFORD E. SALISBURY
Solo: 12 Sept. '51

JEAN L. SANCHEZ
Solo: 20 Sept. '51

CLARENCE B, SCHMIDT
Solo: 18 Sept, '51

SIGFRIDO SIMEONI
Sola: 1 Oct. '5]

JOHN G. SWANN
Solo: 2 Oct. '51

GERRITT VAN DIJK
Solo: 4 Oct. '51



IN HIS FIRST FEW HOURS
IN THE AIR THE STUDENT
LEARNSTO TRUST THE AIR-
CRAFT HE WILL FLY...

MR. DIAMOND, BELIEVE
ME -- THE AIRCRAFT IS
NOT OUT OF CONTROL.




VICISSITUDES OF THE SECOND

This is dedicated to those personalities who,
through their endeavors, have firmly established the
Second Squadron as the top rated squadron for this
phase of training. i

Quite naturally, these hearty birdmen make few
mistakes, but those little unguarded moments served
to schism thatlong span of utter perfection. So with-
outfurther adieu, I bid you come meet these aspirants
of the "Wild Blue' who make up the vicissitudes of
Squadron Two.

War makes many sirange bedfellows, or room-
mates, inthe commonvernacular, Here are the first
two of the old Second.

P.C. Washburn - From Worcester, Mass., and M.
Schollaert, from Belgium. Paul, or '"Teddy" as he
was y'clept is quite a stick man! Oh, yes, he was
the first in the squadron to solo. Yeh, "Ted", so what
if you're late, you gotta dandy hand. Four Jacks,"Who
said party ?"" - Don't mind if I do, just a wee one.

The Belgian Terror, M. Schollaert - 473 turning
base, solo, requests permission to make a 90 degree
power-on stall"! - "Oh, Paula...I didn't come to
clean rooms... Ya, Idon't take geegs back to Belgium
Potverdomme! |V

Billy Poe - " The Hat" - "Two fingers above the nose -
So what if ya can't see. .. Ya gotta have Regs!" His
roomie, the''Flying Dutchman' - A modern Bop Style
Hondo's answer to George Shearing - Only manto Bop-
up USAF song - ""We haffto fly today - isn't it? - Sure
it's R. J. Velderman.

Capt. 'Jack' Zahniser - C. O. of the Second Squadron
and also their minute man! Yes, the old hair trigger

wears his epaulettes on his pajamas - Notorious for
the Hondo Air Base paper shortage - "Gig 'em again,
he breathed!'" "Beer me,..It's Friday!"

J.A., Durand - '"Dudul", the loquacious one, When
confronted by a confounding query, he'd ponder, then
respond. - "Oh, ya!" Always treats the Squadron to
a Miranda Rhumba while marching. "Durnad, are
you chewing gum?"

"Old Greasy' - A.W. Gronau - With the "spot" type
actionandthe musical command voice - has the troops
swooning when he pipes out his 'Forward March' -
"At what hour will you men start your cross-coun-
tries ?' Would he say '"fifty' or something like that? -
Uh-uh. . ""About one o'clock, sir!"

J. Caldwell - Drinks nothing stronger than pop - (Pop
drinks anything). Also owns that great race horse
'Hoof-Hearted' - It's a black Monday - too cloudy -
Billowy Burbon, that is.

W.H. Baker - The poor man's Gundar Haag - More
P.T. -Oh, forahbolt o' lightning to strike that stand.
"Another lap, Blondie, and then 68 more pull-ups -
(Give or take one). Yes, yes, more Frenchmen.

C. Compan - The Parisian Hopalong - "Waltz, M'am,
if you'll pardon me spurs. Oh, for a saddle on that
T-61"

M. Ginet - Notedas a classic conversationalish while
dancing 'Must have Airctaft 069 - FA/C Ginet, M.
reports to Major Quill Box to pick up the Caldwell...
but never least...Old '"Sleepy', R.E. Couch - Not
French, butanartist - noted for his "Life at Hondo" -
""Fall out, Fourth Class swine!!!" Sure, Steve Canyon
is a '"Sigma Fly'.

Paul Washburn & Dick Wolff



WADE H., BAKER
Solo: 3 Oct., '51

JAMES L., CALDWELL
Solo: 25/Sept. '5l1

CLAUDE P, COMPAN
Solo: 8 Oct. '51

ROBERT E, COUCH
Solo: 8 Oct. '51

JEAN A, DURAND
Solo:. 25 Sept. '51

MARC A, GINET
Solo: 10 Oct. '51



ROELOF J, VELDERMAN
Solo: 28 Sept. '51

PAUL C. WASHBURN
Solo: 19 Sept. '51

L]

ELLIS D, ZAHNISER
Solo: 25 Sept. '51






































































































