











INSTRUCTOR'S PSALM

The cadet is my pilot, I wonder why. Bk
He flyeth me through slow rolls and loops.
He misses fields on forced landings.
He lands not three point.
He flyeth me through throngs of au-pla
he never sees. '
Yea, tho I ride in the rear, I fear for my
life, for he knoweth not.
His spins and stalls terrorize me.
He prepareth a cross country only to get

lost in the wilds, y " »
He filleth my mind with notions I dare b B
not say.
Surely goodness and mercy must fly wit

me - for luck is with me-----
I have finished him and remain alive.,
Today I can remain on the ground out of
danger of the Air Force Cadet.
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HEADQUARTERS
3304th PILOT TRAINING SQUADRON (CONTRACT PRIMARY)
HONDO ‘AIR BASE
Hondo, Texas

.

Students of Class 54-J:

Your course of training at Hondo Air Base was, of necessity, rigorous and
demanding of your best., In completing this phase of your training, you have
demonstrated your ability to enter the basic program which lies ahead of you,

Constant application and effort will be required during the remainder of
your flying training and during your future tour of duty as an Air Force Officer
and Pilot, In meeting this challenge you will be an asset to your country and to
the Air Force, ;

The military personnel of the 3304th Pilot Training Squadron (Contract Primary)
join me in congratulating you on your achievement and wish you every success in
all your future assignments.

Samuel S. Williamson, Jr.
Lieutenant Colonel, USAF
Commander




MAJOR WARREN G, BELL
Commandant of Students

CHAPLAIN WADE K. TOMME CWO HOSE H, LOVELACE
Adjutant



1/LT, S.G. RENNER
Military Training Officer, lst. Sqdn.

& 2/LT. R.G, HARRISON |
Military Training Officer. 2nd & 4th Sqdn. .

1/LT, N,L., LEAS
Senior Military Training Officer
Training Officer, 3rd Sqdn.,



CHECK PILOTS: STANDING LEFT TO RIGHT: Captain Carley, Captain
Stein, Captain Wiley. SEATED: Major Altman,
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Mr, Joe Ray, Flying Safety Director; Mr, Dyke Meyer, Director of
Training; Mr. Wayne Schlessenger, Group II Commander; Mr. Milan
Haskins, Director of Flying; Mr. Hal Browning, Group I Commander.



NAVIGATION O S RS

it

“GENTLEMEN, | WANT ToO APOLOGIZE FOR THIS/
| SENT FOR A WORLD AERONAUTICAL CHaRT/”

COMPRESSION
EXHAUST S

FRONT ROW: T.V. James, W.B, Parker.
SECOND ROW: J.F. Combs, J, W, Terrell, W, E, Shockley, R, E, Newman, M,S, Shelton,

M.H, Fly, P.E, Holcomb.
THIRD ROW: J. T. Gore, H, A. Marmon, J.Bates, T,O, Cummings, J, T, Ryan, W. A,

Taylor, J.R. Burnett.



TOP: C., Pimm, J, L., Stidham, J. F, Coleson, J, R. Vanderburg, H,C. Coleson, F,
Parott, L,C, Sheehan, J,J, Gross, W,A, Walter.

BOTTOM: C,.C. Cave, Jr., J.J. Christy, R,R, Fields, B, Allen, A,E, Burns,W, A,,
Breidenbach.

S—’j guass ,

“LETS RACE UP TO TEN THOUSAND FEET/"



SQUADRON COMMANDERS: LEFT TORIGHT: R.L. Sluyter, A.R,
Turner, E.W, Otto, A.S5, Waller,



BOARD OF GOVERNORS: STANDING LEFT TO RIGHT: R.L. Donaldson, E,W, Otto, R. L.
Sluyter, A.R, Turner, A,S. Waller, J. M, Torrone.
SEATED: Q.C. Haning, R.W, Terry, W.A, Windham, J. W, Blake.



FINAL STAFF

FINAL STAFF: STANDING LEFT TO RIGHT: R.L., Donaldson, D.H. Cahill,

F.,L, Alfson, W,C, Bircumshaw,
SEATED: J,W, Dillard, J,H. Green, Soren M. Westergaard,
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This is God's country; '"Please don'tdrive thru itlike hell.'" These sardonic words greeted America's
best as they drove into Hondo, Texas, to enter the primary flying training school. These were men
who represented a cross section of America. Apprehension and enthusiasm, desire and doubt, were
manifest in their faces. They were representative of the four corners of the U,S., from Montana,
Florida, New York and California, Our class was internationally flavored with representatives from
France and Denmark filling out the ranks.

Men, fresh from Lackland Preflight and an experience which many would prefer never to recall,
met their upper-class and were relieved to find that the strict class system had suffered a severe set-
back at Hondo and that a liberal frame of mind was employed by the upper-classmen towards fellow
students, Herethe '"Mission'' to Precidence ofthe class system and relaxation of the individual without
a lax military attitude was developed to maintain and further the efficientdevelopment of fliers. Tactical
Officers were the flexible yardsticks and final judges in checking the ebb and flow of popular action in
the cadet squadrons.

Instruction was top flight. After becoming established, students wouldn't trade their instructors
at any cost and the morale of the flying squadron was at a peak. An excellent safety record attested
to the high caliber of instruction and was instrumental in maintaining the strong morale and high spirits
experienced at Hondo.

Training under a full schedule was the order of the day from the day we arrived until the day we
left. Our 16 hour day was well filled with academics, flying training, and military activities. Our
spare time was well filled with extra duty, studying and letter writing. Time went fast. First with
cadets soloing the Cub and later sweating out the T-6., But, we found outas many before us, that the
aircraft wasn't nearly as difficult to fly as we had heard prior to entering training. Then landing
proficiency stages were shot, periodic checks taken, and cross-countries flown to add variation., We
were lucky and had a minimum of trouble with the weather which seemed to plague the upper-classes
when they were "'phasing out" at the end :af the training. I don't think that any of us will ever growback
all of the tail feathers we lost after a certain incident at Castroville one day in October., Lord! What
scars it left. We flew out night cross countries and several of us got lost and after that seemingly
endless period of instruction went up to take final checks with the Military and Civilian check riders,
But all wasn't work, thank heaven, and eventhe many of us here at Hondo thought that the sign out side
of Hondo was mistaken when it compared to Heaven., Everyone knows that all beautiful single young
women live i‘na heaven all iheir own and we certainly couldn't find any abundance of .them around Hondo.
Bandera held certain inducements for the cadets.

Contrary to 'pop ular rumor, our stay at Hondo was short in duration and lasted only 6 months

contrary to the belief of many who confided to me that it really was 6 years shortened down by the Air

Force. Wefeelthatalthough we have said much about Hondo, it's memory will remain with us forever,



MR, EDISON D, BILLINGS MR, RYAN L, WHITTEN
Squadron Commander Asst, Sqdn. Commander

MR, STONEWALL BASSETT MR, WILLIAM SMITH
Senior Instructor Dispatcher
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A/C JENS JENSEN
”A:{el”

A/C HANS P, PETERSEN
“H. P. "
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A/C STANLEY R, GREEN
HFattyll

MR, BASSETT

GEORGE R, LOGAN
"Mexican Joe'"



/

A/C WILLIAM C, BIRCUMSHAW
IIBirckll

A/C LEROY C., GOLLWITZER
"Gollywitzer"

THIS 1S A MILK RuN/
| coulD FLY IT WITH
MY EYES SHUT/

Ps. HE GOT LosT/

A/C RONALD L, SLUYTER
IIRodll



A/C CONNELL M, BUIE
1IM°rtll

MR, BRUCE A, DORMAN

BUT..BUT sSIR /
THE DIRT WAS

A/C ROBERT M, MACEY
"Mace'






MR, EWBANK

A/C PHILLIP C. DRAKE
IIP.C.H

A/C BOYCE C, THELEN
"Mighty Mite"

“WHoO DAT /PP

A/C WILLIAM A, WINDHAM
"Windman'"'



A/C WILLIA
MP, H
IIBillH ULLINGER
(cgor BRAVERY IN SAVING AN AIRPLANE, T GNE
10 You TAI’S HIGHEST AWARD.. THE PURPLE

COATED PRIMER
































































