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* )JDEDICATION

We of Clu 3-F dedicate this boo
siudent pilots from allied

many thousahd
countries, and partteyarly to our classmates
who have joined us throygh the Mutual Defense
Assistance Pact. In addition to undergoing the
same rigorous training to which we have been

he

iers of a

subjected, they were faced wi

of overcoming/ the additional

strange langlgage and the customsdf a foreign
country. In so do\ng_they hafe won our respect
and admiration. \In the ditficult years ahead
we look forward to standing side by side with

them in the stryggle to preserve a free world %G



Oht | have slipped the surly bonds of earth
And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings;
Sunward I've climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth

Of sun-split clouds-and done a hundred things

You have not dreamed of-wheeled and soared and swung
High in the sunlight silence. Hov'ring there,

I've chased the shouting wind along, and flung

My eager craft through footless halls of air. ..

Up, up the long, delirious, burning blue

I've topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace,
Where never lark, or even eagle flew—

And while, with silent, lifting mind I've trod

The high untrespassed sanctity of space,

Put out my hand and touched the face of God.



COLONEL WELDON M. JAMES
COMMANDING OFFICER
LAREDO AIR FORCE BASE



HEADQUARTERS
3640th Pilot Training Wing (Bsc SE)
Larede Air Ferce Base, Texas

TO THE CLASS OF 53-F

Years ago, when I was in a position roughly comparable to yours today,
completion of a flying training course and acceptance of a reserve commis-
sion were matters of moment to the individuals involved, but hardly events
of national importance, Then Fate moved slowly, the challenges of the fu-
ture were moderate in their tone, the cloud on the horizon was no bigger
than a man's hand, people still believed - naively perhaps - that individ-
uals are and should be different, and the prevailing - if now superseded -
beliefs were in the natural goodness of man and the infinite perfectibility
of society.

Today all of that is changed. As one poet has expressed it, "In the
nightmare of the dark / all the dogs of Europe bark, / and the living
nations wait, / Each sequestered in its hate." All the hopes of a previous
decade are dead or expiring; anger and fear pervade the darkening earth;
"The unmentionable odour of death offends the night"; and constantly
thoughts of war and service to country obsess and claim more of our private
lives.

In such a period, when the United States stands as the leader in the
struggle for freedom and human dignity, and scientific advancement demands
soldiers technically trained for a jet-atomic war, graduation from a pilots!
course and acceptance of a reserve commission in the United States Air Force
cannot ke the individual things they once were. Now they are events which
affect the destiny of each of us and, in their duplication over the land,
represent a significant advance in the strengthening of that armm which
serves as the major deterrent to World War III. They are, in effect, def-
inite contributions to the realization of this year's Armed Forces Day goal
"Peace through Power,.n

It is, then, with a profound sense of many implications that I extend
congratulations to you on the occasion of your commissioning. In a long
series of tests you have demonstrated your fitness - physical, moral, emo-
tional, and intellectual - for the honor that is being accorded you and the
responsibility that is being placed upon you. You enter upon serious du-
ties in an era which offers a challenge to the best but, in our opinion
you are well qualified for any service that may be asked of you.

In your careers in the Air Force we wish you the best of success, For
your entire futures, wherever they may lie, we hope that the lessons of team
work and self discipline that you learned here will persist and prove of

)

W. M. JAMES
Colonel, USAF
Commanding



COLONEL WILLIAM T. SAMWAYS
Executive Officer
* 3640th Pilot Training Wing

COLONEL FRANKLIN H. SCOTT
Commanding Officer
3640th Pilot Training Group
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ABLE OF THE
ABULOUS

OXES

INISHING THEIR
LYING

It was a typical Texas day along the banks

of the beautiful Rio Grande. The lizards were
basking in the warm sunlight, the gila monsters
were scurrying about, the buzzards were hover-
ing nearby, and everywhere one looked the
hustle and bustle of springtime activity could
be seen. Yes, it was such a day as this when

the joyful representatives of Class 53-F arrived

Laredo Air Force Base

How happy we were that we had success-fully completed our primary pilot training and

were now about to take the final step to win our wings!

MAJOR J. H. KEITH

Student Squadron Commander

Understandably agog with new sights and
faces, we first sought to discover who was to be
our new commanding officer. It was not long
before many of us had this opportunity, and
we soon learned that the 3640th Student Squad-
ron commander was an able leader and that

we all would enjoy serving under him.



Another man with whom we quite frequently came in contact
was Major Keith’s able assistant whe is piciured at the right —
the Director of Military Training. These two men won the respect

and admiration of our class at the very beginning of the program.

MAJOR WILLIAM L. KRUEGER
Director of Military Training

However, the men with

whom we were to come inte

closer contact were the tactical

officers.
TACTICAL OFFICERS i . : ;
“Would you mind moving y ar a bit—, so
MUST PASS A RiGID l:ou?d mcxce roo:n for fhe: 'l'gAcoouF;ic:r?"a : sygeSs
MENTAL TEST BEFORE
ASSIGNMENT TO A
CADET SQUADRON.
"
Pt
SRV |
CAPT. H. C. WALKER LT. C. H. LANE LT. D. C. COUTELENC
Sr. Military Training Instructor Military Training Instructor Military Training Instructor

Yes, the Tactical Officer — the Aviation Cadet's mother-away-from-mother. These men have
undoubtedly heard more tales of woe, more excuses, more complaints, and have been subjected to
more common and even more radical personalities than any other person in the world, living or

dead, with, perhaps, the exception of Saint Peter who will never have occasion to meet cadets

anyway.



Fox Class was quick to realize
the aforementioned items and
was even quicker to take ad-

vantage of them.

EOME TAC OFFICERS
ARE NOT TOO POPULAR
WITH THE CADETS..

An important phase of our training was to be academics. Soon
after our arrival we were daily performing the lengthy march to
the academic area. The student officers drove. The first thing we
learned was how to sleep with our eyes open. Next came Flight
Planning, Weather, T-28 Engineering, Leadership, Radioc Communica-

tions, Navigation, Military Management, Cruise Centrol,

Air Force O & A

Qur combination boss and unofficial weath- T-33 Engineering

inst :
er instructor was Insurance

Communcation Skills
Military Law

Fighter Gunnery
Intelligence

Small Arms
Physiological Training

Special Weapons

THE FIRST THING TQ LEARN
MAJOR FRANK H. TILCOCK : IN ACADEMICS 1S HOW TO

Director of Academics SLEEP WITH YOUR EYES OPEN..



Academics was interspersed with lectures,

( EFI&AL
u. 1917 ﬂV}v
TRAINING FILM
—PESTRH:TD—

HOW ICE ES

AN OUTR ]
CA

coffee breaks, interesting stories, and films.

Many of these films will be extremely val-

vable to us when we obtain our first civili- :

an job as a nut and bolt specialist for Gen-

eral Motors or when we fold paper cartons
for Kellogg. It seems that one purpose be-
hind these films could be to keep several
Hollywood stars from starvation during the

lean years of World War Il

CAPT. E. E. MIDDLETON CAPT. R. R. PRESSLER CAPT. G. F. WIEBE

We soon became Radio Facilities Chart concious, thanks to Lt. Mattingly, and many of us
refused to venture anywhere without that erstwhile source of information under our arm. Besides
being an expert in Flight Planning, Lt. Mattingly had a treasure chest of training aids with which

he would arouse our attention by projecting their likeness on a screen so that they seemed almost

T

LT. J. F. MATTINGLY LT. R. MOCK LT. G. L. DRAHEIM

life-like. Umml! His lectures were often punctuated with clever little stories about interesting per-
sonalities such as a bartender, a young lady with long gloves, a man, and an exceedingly clever

AM nﬂmﬂ’. "nld nll!ﬂ ~



"I DROPPED ™MY PEnCIL YESTERDAY AMD
MISSED THE HYDRAULIC, ELECTRICAL,AND
‘._ INDUCTION SYSTEMS LECTURE)Y

1§
a5 -
LT. H. C. WISECUP LT. J. SUMMERS, JR.

In addition to Fighter Gunnery and Cruise Control Lt. Summers was also an expert on the
indian language including the death of Tonto, black kittens, and small boys purchasing jelly beans.
We often suspected that Lt. Wisecup was selling insurance on the side for a certain company, and

we knew Lt. Mock’s only ambition in life was to get us all through his course so that he could be-

come a civilian.

LT. D. C. MALCOLM LT. A. S. DELFINO S/SGT. R. L. ANDRES
Most of us thought Capt. Middleton’s course on Intelligence was the most interesting. Here

are a few of the more important points of one of the films that you may have overlooked: IF

CAPTURED: ;

1. Don't talk to pretty German women who are seemingly / /
bullied by nasty German doctors,

2. Don’t shoot pool with German officers. /

3. Don't drink coffee with German officers. / /

4. Don’t sit under trees with American sergeants.

5. Don't tell the Germans how fast you think the B-29
will go because they probably know already and this will only
prove your stupidity.

6. Don't tell the Germans that we are going to bomb
Munich tomorrow.

7. Don’t contribute to the German Red Cross.

8. Pay little or no attention to firing squads. AMERICAN AIRCRAFT



LT. ROBERT W. BURTNER

“Sir, aviation cadet Slutch reports Flight A formed for
instruction! There are two gentlemen absent; three would like to
leave early; two will be late; and four would like to sleep.

A large portion of academics was taken up with Physiological Training. Here we learned,
among other things, why people lose their marbles at 40,000 feet without oxygen. In fact, during
the chamber ride, several volunteered to demonstrate this phenomena, although it was generally
known that the volunteers weren’t too bright anyway. The Physiology section worked hand in
hand with the Flight Surgeon. That is, what few little items we failed to absorb in a physiology
lecture would be re-explained to us as we were either carried or wheeled into the Flight Surgeon’s
office. Also, anyone desiring an exira hour's sleep any morning could easily obtain same merely
by going on sick call. Some cadets and student officers (needless to say) practiced this racket quite
frequently. Excuses varied from complaints about soaking sweats during the afternoon to feeling
tired and listless every morning during the reveille formation. Nevertheless, Dr. Irizarry had a

v

cheerful word and a box of APCs for every patient.

WHEN DID You FIRST
MSTICE THig compition?

e 5

Lt. “Doc” Jaime E. Irizarry-Perez



Going right through this rigid training with the cadets

were the student officers. With the exception of a few
minor items such as drill, PT, inspections, marching to

academics and the flight line, chow formations, reveille

formations, reveille, and clean-up details their life was

samewhat similiar to that of the cadets.

..As he appears fo his commanding ofticer. ...as he appears to his mott

Among the student officers were several of the hotter
type fighter pilots from the RAF, (Royal Air Force). We often
wondered how Pilot Officer Pine ever got into his oxygen
mask. However, we all helped them celebrate the Coronation
and the equally historic event when the Duke of Edinburg,

Royal Air Marshall, soloed in a T-6. It wasn’t long before they

had caught on to the American way of life and started driving

on the right side of the road and saying, “No sweat!”, just like
h, Lt. Beecroft flies well enough, sir—he's just old troupers. Being a student officer allows youf wife to be
st too B-R-1-G-H-T.

recognized militarily and socially. This is a decided advantage
:r the cadet's plight; however, having babies during flying training can increase that red line after

your name on the boner sheet «is Lieutenants O’‘Gor man and Patton can readily verify. | never did get

a cigar.



MAJOR D. P. WORKS
Director of Military Training

At approximately the mid-way point in our training we received a new Director of Military
Training. Major Works made several important changes in the military training phase of the pro-
gram. Inspections were stricter and formations were sharper. Physical training was again empha-

sized as we all began to “play a little game of ball.” However, the:

morale

NE INSPIRING FEATURE

HERE 1S CALL TO REVE|LLE.
GENTLE STRAINS OF AN
ARMY BUGLE AWAKE THE
EAGER FLIER TO ANOTHER

THRILLING DAY OF CADET
LIFE

of the class remained the same. Our musical back-
ground, which is all-important to making a well
rounded personality, was also furthered by the gen-
tle melodies of John Phillip Souza played in the
morning, at noon, and in the evening. On special
occasions we were awared by “St. Louis Blues

March.”

and
integrity




TETIITRAES SRERy WIS B RISy FEITWI I,

como esta usted?

Senorita: Huh?

Cadet: Como esta usted? Quiere Usted bailar conmigo?

Senorita: You a French student?
Cadet: Ah, no senorita, soy Americano.

Senorita: Jeez, | can’t dig this creep for sour apples! Maybe he's
one of them Beljums. Cancha speak English?

Cadet: (Losing Faith) Ingles? Ah, si, senorita.

Senorita: Man you're dead! Whaddaya come here to learn for if
ya can't talk yet?

LT. ROBERT SMITH
Cadet Club Officer


































































































































































































































































































































