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HEADGWUAT 1S
33020 PILOT TrRAINING SQUADKON
(CONTRACT PHIMARY)
Spence Air Base, lloultrie, Georgia

15 December 1952

To the Members of Class 53-D:

As members of an Air Force you have been told of the magnitude
and importance of the task that lies before you. We have joined
forces under the Mutual Defense Assistance Program in order that we
might prepare ourselves against an aggressor of the nations of the
"free world,"

Under this Program soon you will take your place as pilots
alongside each other and with those who have been fighting so valiantly.
You will have the vital responsibility of making sure that our Air
Forces will be that second to none.

I want Lo compliment each of you for your hard work while at this
base, which has brought you to completion of this phase of your
training, There are, however, trying times ahead that will test and
strain all of you, but I am confident that the training you have re-
ceived from the Hawthorne School of Aeronautics under the super-
vision of the Air Force has adequately prepared you to proceed toward
this goal with honor and distinction no matter where or when you shall

meet our enemy,

Good luck in your further training and future assignments.

Tt b

Lieutenant CGionel, USAF
Commanding
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HAWTHORNE
FLYING SERVICE
CHARLESTON, S. C.

Hawthorne

SCHOOL OF AERONAUTICS
SPENCE AIR BASE

MOULTRIE, GEORGIA
October 29, 1952

To The Members of Class 53-D:

Six months ago you were standing on the
threshold of a military flying career, Now you have
successfully passed the first milestone, but much hard
work remains to be done., Ve sincerely hope that what
has been achieved here will reflect in your future per=-
formance as a pilot,.

We continue to stress flyine safety as
the most important factor in the development of a good
flier, Fly with your head, not your hands and feet,
Remember that every time you climb into a cockpit,
whether it be a jet fighter or a multi-ongine bomber,

Hawthorne is proud of its role in help-
ing to mold the muscle of Democracy'!s air arm, And we
are proud of every man in the pgraduating class, each of
whom has demonstrated that he is well equipped with the
ability and integrity required of a flying officer,

In passing, we would like to reiterate
that our interest in the individual student does not
start and stop at Spence Air Base, Throughout the
remainder of your aviation training, and in later life,
this organization will be watching your progress and
wishing you the best, always.

5

Beverly E, Déward

Presiden}
HAWTHORNE HAWTHORNE HAWTHORNE
FLYING SERVICE SCHOOL OF AERONAUTICS FLYING SERVICE
COLUMBIA, S. C. MOULTRIE, GA. GREENSBORO, N. C.

.8. AIR FORCE CONTRACT PRIMARY FLYING SCHOOL

HAWTHORNE
FLYING SERVICE
JACKSONVILLE, FLA.



MAJOR C,A. BECK MAJOR J, H., SMITH, JR. CAPT, B. CLEMMONS
Operations Officer

MWetictary Check Pilots
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CAPT, E,G, JOSEY CAPT. J.R. ASHBERRY CAPT. K.F. EATON



Hiotony of Hauthorne

HAWTHORNE-Since 1932

The name Hawthorne has been synonymous with aviation since 1932, Founded 20 years ago in
Charleston, S.C., as Hawthorne Flying Service, the original company had grown into a chain of re-
gional aviation facilities spanning four states and serving the air industry, the government and the
flying public. In addition to the Air Force contract primary flying school at Spence Air Base, the
company operates aviation service bases at Charleston and Columbus, S. C., Greensboro, N.C., and
Jacksonville, Fla.

Even before the establishment of the Hawthorne School of Aeronautics at Moultrie in the spring
of last year, the firm's history has been marked by one accomplishment after another. During
World War Il Hawthorne operated a primary pilot training program for the Air Force at Orangeburg,
SLE trainihg some 6,000 American and French students between 1941 and 1945. The last of more
than 60 contract schools to close at the war's end, Hawthorne enjoyed an enviable record for safe
and efficient operation.

In 1948-49 the Hawthorne Flying Service in Jacksonville trained fighter pilots for the Royal Pak-
istan Air Force, the first time in aviation annals that a civilian concern had given operational fighter
. training to military pilots. So successful was that initial program for the Pakistan government that
once again Hawthorne's Jacksonville base in conducting a similar training program for its second
class of Pakistani cadets. This is another example of how American technical skill can help afriendly
nation half way around the world.

Hawthorne's school at Spence has come a long way since May 17, 1951, when the first class, 52-
C commenced flying training. To date ten classes, 52-C, 52-D, 52-E, 52-G, 52-H, 53-A, 53-B,
53-C, 53-D have been graduated, which means that some 1,000 American aviation cadets and student
officers and Allied trainees have completed a 28-week course in flying fundamentals, Classes
graduate every six weeks, withfour classes flying at one time. The Allies are receiving their train-
ing under the Mutual Defense Assistance Program.,

During World War II Spence was operated by the Air Force as an advanced single engine training
school. The aircraft which were used in that program were the same type North American T-6
equipment utilized in the present contract primary training. By the end of the war Spence hadtrained
more than 6,000 combat pilots, many of whom distinguished themselves in both the European and
Pacific theaters of operation. Cadets in those days, however, averaged about two hundred hours
total time to win their coveted Air Force wings. Now students are required to complete a minimum
of two hundred and sixty flying hours.



K.V. BRUGH
Vice-President and General Manager

~F

\ !f

GEORGE J. GOULETTE
Director of Academics

M.R. PELLING
Director of Flying



MAJ, JOSEPH J. GNAGNARELLI MAJ, PHILLIP L., GREEN
Base Adjutant Chaplain

CAPT, HARRY E. REESE lst LT. ANDREW KURUCZA
Base Personnel Officer Cadet Club Officer
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HISTORY OF SPENC:Et PLLB...Bé.LE . .
: A i-_*__: b e N, e L = \ W
s early as 1940 the Air Force started negotiating contracts, throu h P{a.sh.mg th the civic

‘of the Ctty! MQ.L}ltI.‘ On 3 Iu{ne 1941 Moultrie Air Force Base/was officially
lcer Major Y. H. Taylor, reported 12 June’1941 to begin con-
Fhrli‘orc Southeastern Flying Trainin SchoP{. t this time he had

and thirty-six (36)/airmen to assist hi}n i})’s ervising construct-
| ¥

./ struction for a United
| approximately eighteen
! ion on the field.

| et
On 26 January 1942, the\e{d-\—\b&e&m&——&ﬁi—dﬁﬂ:y i 9”’A{ir Force as '"Spence Field',
s coatin & ‘ /
The first class of avia 1qn cad ts arrived 12 Fehbruary 1942 ¢ 3(Lt1' of November 1945 was a
memorable one in the cblotful-military history of Spenée Field, f thatldate the field was officially
deactivated as anJATHy AirForce Pilot Training Base . Prior-to deActivati g, the mission had changed

ad _gradualt d se,ve,a‘al Flasses

f¥om advanced to basic [flying training ant
Bl : I T %

Several attemr]:“t;:w I#IE maﬂe to keep Spen e F1e1d oh tl/h t of perrrtulent Air Force Bases, but

the Government 1%& at-!'present plans call f;or.d drastx cu:t-;back to p ace time basis'',

Govexeaon) #ETNER ] stk

S T s s

New Spence rose out of dissolution of the old;\ :\_ b
S s

One of the primary functions of the m1lztary/detac ent at Spelnce Air Babe| is assisting and advising

Hawthorne School of Aeronautics in its contract w1th|th
‘- i I[ l !

Where did Spence Air Base, whlc{was reactlvated‘as aiccmtraet flyiyg!school to train Air Force

pilots, get its name? The late L.t; 'I‘ho ouis Spenc.e,_.lr., a star Georgia Tech athlete and stu-
dent who became one of Georgia' 5 xrs n in Worl r I, was chosen in-1942 as the war hero for
whom Spence Air Base, here atr trle' r;ax;(e £

"Officially designated §pence/ Fyeld in hopor of Thomas Louis Spence, | Jr. of Thomasville,
Georgia, who had been a Wofld War I flyiAg/instructor in France, and| died in a plane crash at St.
Z as signed, " T

Floren, France, two weeks a\{t armistic . I
Spence Air Ba,ée/havm m yA since the war, npow reverts rincipally to Air Base pur-

The Hawthorne School of Aeronautics ope rahr(g ﬁerE’ét Spence Air BasL:: is a civilian organization.

Air Forage,

poses. On 16 Ma/rcﬁ 1951 }',h tive once more is to train ff}cer pilots fi:r the USAF,
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