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CLASS 54-ABC

SPENCE AIR BASE GEORGIA
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s HEADQUARTERS
3302D PIIOT TRAINING SQUADRON
(CONTRACT PRIMARY)
Spence Air Base, Moultrie, Ceorgia

22 July 1953

To the Members of Class 54 A-B-C:

The whole striking power of our Air Force is carried at the
fingertips of the Air Force pilot. As members of this team you have
been told of the magnitude and importance of the task that lies before
you. We have joined forces under the Mutual Defense Assistance Program
in order that we might prepare ourselves against an aggressor of the
nations of the "free world",

Under this Program soon you will take your place as pilots
alongside each other and with those who have been fighting so valiantly.
You will have the wvital responsibility of making sure that our Air Forces
will be that second to none,

T want to compliment each of wecu for vour hard work while at this
base, which has brought you to completion of this phase of your training.
There are, however, trying times ahead thst ii1) test and strain all of
you, but T am confident that the trainine vou have received here from the
Havthorne School of Aeronautiecs under the supervision of the Air Force has
adeonately prepared you to proceed toward this roal with honor and valor,
no matter where or when you shall meet ocur enemv.

Good luck in your further tr=inin~ =snd future sssierments.

It £

MORTTMER A, J#ATES
ILieutenant Colenel, USAF
Commanding




U.8. AIR FORCE CONTRACT PRIMARY FLYING

MOULTRIE. GEORGIa

Julv 16, 1953

TO THE MIMBERS OF CLASS 54-ARC

Gongratulations to sach of you on tha work vou hava
suecessM1ly eomploted during the Tast sir months., Tt
: hag heen a rich evmarienee to have had the nppertunity
of working with you., FEven thonsh rop hays heen miccess—
ful in this phase of training, a ercet dool of hard
work lies ahead of you. I hopr that whet v have 1-arned
here will prove to he a good fourdation for you in wour
: future carcer.

You have wlimited opportunities to hoeome ko men in
| your Adr Foree. I hope yen will lock on yeur rasponsi-
| hilities as a challenes and an opportunity,

| The proof of your suecess is not 85 much the vork you
have done at Spence Air Base, but rather it 1111 he dn
your attitnde toward your work, tarard your follow
officers, toward flyine safoty, and toyard making yous
M Foree the finost anywhere. "= 111 alvews he infer-
astod in you, ard the mrmbers of this oresanization will
watch you closely as you complste your trainine, and in
later 1ifn.

. g T T

Remomber this — €1w with your hesd, not vith your hands
and feet.

Best of luck to vou alimavs,

F
4

Sinecarcly,

HAWTHORNE HAWTHORNE HAWTHORNE HAWTHORNE
FLYING SERVICE SCHOOL OF AERONAUTICS FLYING SERVICE FLYING SERVICE
COLUMBIA, 8. €. MOULTRIE, GA. GREENSBORO, N. C. JACKSONVILLE, FLA,




~ CAPTAIN GEORGE M. HUGHEY
 AVIATION CADET DON P. KEAVENY




HAWTHORNE

ADMINISTRATION




K. V. BRUGH, ]R. MARIO EBERLE
Vice-President & General Manager Business Manager

7

BERT M. HARSH R. THURMAN TAYLOR
Director of Aircraft Director of Personnel
Maintenance and Supply



JAMES R. GREENWOOD

Director of Public Relations

SAMUEL M. PHILLIPS

Director of Flying Safety

JOHN B. BAUMGARDNER

BEULAH KILGORE

Director of Food Se

MRS

Director of Base and
Airfield Maintenance

rvice



A WORD ABOUT SPENCE AIR BASE AND
THE HAWTHORNE SCHOOL OF AERONAUTICS

The pages of no class annual would be complete without at least a few brief words
about the events leading up to the present day and making our training at Spence what
it is. Both the base and the Hawthorne School of Aeronautics have colorful backgrounds
which are worthy of publication here. Neither are new to this flying business.

The construction of Spence was begun in June of 1941 under its first commanding of-
ficer, Major Y. H. Taylor. On January 26, 1942, the field was officially designated by the
Army Air Force as Spence Field, being named in honor of Thomas Louis Spence, Jr., of Thomas-
ville, Ga., who died in a crash at St. Floren, France two weeks after the signing of the arm-
istice for World War I. He had served as an instructor pilot in France during that war.

The first aviation cadet class began training at Spence in February, 1942. During World
War Il, Spence operated as an advanced single engine training school, although at that
time the same type North American T-6 equipment was utilized as for the present primary
training. More than 6,000 combat pilots were trained at Spence during that period of opera-
tion. Before the war was over, however, the mission had changed from advanced to basic
pilot training. The field was deactivated on November 30, 1945, as a result of the drastic cut-
back to the peace time basis.

The present program at Spence is operated by the Hawthorne School of Aeronautics, a
civilian organization under Air Force contract. The military detachment at Spence is in a super-
visory capacity. 3

The Hawthorne Company was founded over 20 years ago in Charleston, S. C., as the
Hawthorne Flying Service. The company grew into a chain of regional facilities spanning
four states, serving the aviation industry, the government, and the flying public. In addition to
operations at Spence, the company operates aviation service bases at Charleston and Colum-
bia, S. C., Greensboro, N. C., and Jacksonville, Fla. During World War Il, Hawthorne operated
a primary pilot training school for the Air Force at Orangeburg, S. C., training some 6,000
American and French students. In 1948-1949, the Hawthorne School at Jacksonville trained
fighter pilots for the Royal Pakistan Air Force, being the first civilian concern in history to give
operational training to military pilots. :

The Hawthorne School of Aeronautics at Spence Air Base was established under gov-
ernment contract in May, 1951, to give primary training to American and Allied students. The
school has a valid reputation for turning out some of the best. This class, 54-ABC, is the
fourteenth class to complete primary training under this program. Spence is once more per-
forming its mission of training officer pilots for the United States Air Force.
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MA]J. C. A. BECK MA]. HERSCHEL H. DAY
Base Operations Officer Base Chaplain

1ST. LT. HENRY L. TRAVIS 2D LT. RICHARD W. LEDUC
Base Adjutant School Secretary



CAPT JAMES R ASHBERRY

CAPT. JAMES R. ASHBERRY

CAPT. KENNETH F. EATON CAPT. EDWIN G. JOSEY

1ST LT. HAROLD W. BEECH 1ST LT. ROBERT ]. HODGINS



S/Sgt. Emil Velotti, A/1C Bobby Blackburn, A/2C Robert Jackson, A/ 1C James
E. Phillips, A/1C Alton Caldwell

A/1C Vonroe Walker, 1st Lt. Julius J. Jurod, Capt. Francis A. Deitmaring,
T/Sgt. Joseph Bovee
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The mission of the Academic Section, which at Spence includes the Link
department, is to provide the necessary ground training to complement the
flying presented in primary and further form a basis for basic pilot training.

This assignment is accomplished by providing a total of 250 hours of class-
room work in such subjects as principles of flight, engineering, navigation, and
weather. Twenty hours of Link training in basic instruments is provided to
smooth out and enhance instrument flying.

A highly qualified staff of experienced academic instructors is made up
mostly of former Air Force pilots. Those not pilots have much experience in their
own field, such as the navigation instructors who are all former Air Force
navigators.

Signs of the enthusiasm and genvine interest of the instructors is borne
out by the fact that Mr. Hudson of the navigation department wrote a picture
plan for a new navigation film that was approved by FTAF, ATRC, and Head-
quarters, USAF in turn. Mr. Hudson was then called to the Pentagon where the
USAF Film Evaluation Board approved the film for production and retained
Mr. Hudson as technical advisor for its production. Mr. Peterson, head of the
navigation department, wrote the picture plan for a new film strip to be used
in navigation classes which was also approved and is currently being produced
at the USAF Film Center at Orlando, Florida.

All of these things have taken place while 54-ABC was at Spence.

You members of Class 54-ABC will never fully realize how much the
academic staff enjoyed the privilege of working with you. Now we say good
luck, and Godspeed.

GEORGE J. GOULETTE
Director of Academics
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FRANK MADILL WADE GRIFFIN
Assistant Director of Academics Code

MR.M.A.PETERSON
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CLIFFORD HUDSON MELVILLE PETERSON
Navigation Navigation
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J. S. GAGE GEORGE JOSLIN JACK THOMPSON
Weather Flight Instruments Principles of Flight

WILLIAM DUCKWORTH : ROBERT PALMER
Aircraft Engineering Radio Communications



TACTICAL

SECTION




CAPT. CHARLES HOFFMAN 1/LT. ISAAC KNIGHT, JR.
Commandant of Students Senior Military Training Officer

CAPT. FRANCOIS DeSAXCE 1/LT. JOHANNES N. TROOST 2/LT. JOSEPH DANHIEZ
French Liaison Officer Netherlands Liaison Officer Belgian Liaison Officer



2/LT. LUDWIG VOLLMER 2/LT. LOUIS SETZER
Tactical Officer, Squadron A Tactical Officer, Squadron B
Cadet Club Officer

2/LT. CHARLES BRADLEY 2/LT. DONALD McPHERSON
Tactical Officer, Squadron C Tactical Officer, Squadron D




A/C MA]. THOMAS N. WARNER A/C CAPT. DONALD E. BROWN
Group Major Group Adjutant

A/C LT. RAY B. SOMMERS A/C Lt. Edward Dillon
Group Chaplain Group Supply Officer
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FLYING

SECTION




JAMES R. BUTLER M. A. AUSTILL
Commander, Section One Commander, Section Two



LESLIE H. LOCKE ART McCLURE
Flight Commander Dispatcher Ass't. Flt. Comdr.

Donald H. Heinrichs Horace W. High














































































