











DEDICATION

We, of class 53-D, would like to respectfully
dedicate this book to God for -being our co-pilot
on so many of our journeys into the sky, for
which we are eternally grlﬁteful. We hope and
pray that He will find our future actions as
pilots and officers pleasing to Himself, and will

continue to watch over us throughout our days.

IN MEMORIAM

May the perpetual light of God shine upon

Second Lieutenant Tom D. Tarbell forever.



HEADQUARTERS

WILLIAMS AIR FORGCE BASE
CHANDLER, ARIZONA

Class 53-D:

As we go along through life, there are difficult times and
times when all seems to be ""smooth-sailing.'" During the pa st
year, I am certain that all of you have experienced both kinds,
with, perhaps, more than what you have felt is your share of
the rugged ones. Let me congratulate you for your perse ver-
ance and ability to surmount those crises as they arose.

Completion of the course of training here at Willy Air
Patch is an accomplishment which you will che rish all your
lives. Other successes will come to you, and maybe some
disappointments, but I know that the day you don those silver
wings will live in your memory forever.

Wear them proudly, you have earned them, and the pri-
vileges and responsibilities which are an integral part of them.,
Go to your new assignments eager and secure in the knowledge
that you are ready and able to take your place among the finest
pilots in the world.

I take this opportunity for myself and all the members of
this command to say - '"Good luck, and our most sincere best
wishes for your continued success, wherever you may be."

A‘—"——\

JAMES D, MAYDE
Colonel, USAF
Commanding
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CLASS 53-D:

TODAY YOU GRADUATE TO JOIN THE “ELITE CORPS" OF THE AIR FORCE.
AS FIGHTER PILOTS, YOU HAVE CHOSEN THE MOST EXACTING, THE MOST
ENJOYABIE, THE MOST SATISFYING PHASE OF YOUR PROFESSION, CONGRATU=
LATIONS AND BEST WISHES FOR YOUR CONTTNUED SUCCESS.

HERE AT WILLIAMS YOU HAVE BEEN WELL GROUNDED IN FLYING A JET
FIGHTER TYPE AIRCRAFT, BUT, MORE IMPORTANT, YOU HAVE LEARNED THAT
TO BE AN EFFECTIVE FIGHTER PILOT YOU MUST DEVELOP YOUR AGGRESSIVE=- -
NESS AND RESOURCEFULNESS TO THE MAXIMUM. “YOUR REAL SUCCESS IN COM=-
BAT WILL DEPEND MORE ON YOUR MENTAL APPROACH THAN ON YOUR PHYSICAL
ABILITIES.

BELIEVE THAT YOU AﬁE THE BEST IN THE WORLD - AND YOU WILL RBE.

ks )L.
C. E. PARSONS JR

Colonel, USAF
Commanding







Oh, I have slipped the surly
bonds of Earth,

And danced the skies on
laughter-silvered wings;

Sunward I've climbed, and
joined the tumbling mirth

Of sun-split clouds—and
done a hundred things

You have not dreamed of—wheeled

. and soared and swung

High in the sunlit silence,
Hovering there,

I've chased the shouting wind

along, and flung

My eager craft through footless
halls of air— |

Up, up the delirious, burning
blue,

I've topped the wind-swept
heights with easy grace,

Where never lark, nor even
eagle flew,

And while, with silent, lifting
mind I've trod

The high, untrespassed sanctity
of space.

Put out my hand and touched the

gce of God.
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These are the fellows that teach us military
discipline and demeanor. We kept them busy

trying to keep us in line. Theirs is a tough and

thankless job.

MAJOR ROBERT G. BROWN
C.O., Student Squadron

uf o ‘*---_Jj
MAJOR LT. LT. MAJOR
ROBERT E. TULK CHARLES A. SPENCER B. L. RENFROW LIU WAN-TSAI
Director of Mil. Tng. Tac Officer 53-D Cadet Mess Officer Chinese Liaison Officer

MAJOR CAPT. LE LT.
CHEN, CHIA PANG YAO-KWA ACHILLE BRISSET D. J. VAN AALST
Chinese OIC Asst. Chinese OIC French Liaison Officer Netherlands Liaison Off.
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ACADEMIC CURRICULUM
TOTAL 234:00 HOURS

~ NAVIGATION 12:00
WEATHER _ 14:00
RADIO | - 8:00
FLIGHT PLANNING 15:00
F-80 CRUISE CONTROL 5:00
FLIGHT PROBLEMS 15:00
JET ENGINEERING 24:00
HIGH SPEED FLIGHT 2:00
'MILITARY LAW 11:00
MILITARY MANAGEMENT 11:00
COMMUNICATION SKILLS 10:00
AIR FORCE A&O - 27:00
LEADERSHIP 25:00
FIGHTER GUNNERY 15:00
AVIATION PHYSIOLOGY 24:00
INTELLIGENCE 16:00

Fapr st

CAPT. HOLLIS R. MOOMAW
Dir. Academic Training
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MR. ' CWO
MAXWELL H. NORMAN C. C. McWHORTER
Navigation Weather

EB:NEST MAN_NING JERE L. DAVIS B. M. GOODMAN ROBERT CROMER
- Radio Communications Flight Planning Cruise Control F-80 Engineering

MR. MR



1ST LT. IST LT. 2ND LT. 2ND LT.
JOHN TAYLOR LAWRENCE ANDERSON JAMES TODD WALLACE BENVILLE
F-80 Engineering Engineering Military Law Military Management

1ST LT. = CAPT,
NORMAN S. LEAS CHARLES SEXTON
Air Force A&O Fighter Gunnery
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2ND LT. RUSSELL H. OLSON
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T aveens

2ND LT. LLOYD O. REDER

2ND LT. JAMES A. RUTT
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“Flights come and go, but Jungle
Jim lives on forever. No medals for
tight pitches, but a lot of satisfaction
in turning in a job that brings a
proud smile from John B. He taught
us, and we know it. That's enough
for anyone.”
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2ND LT. NORMAN G. SACK
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